Structural example from PhD Desk (phddesk.in). The topic, data and names are invented to show the shape of the document. Adapt it to your own university’s current format and your supervisor’s instructions. Do not submit it as it is.
PhD research proposal: sample structure
Proposed title: Adoption of UPI payments among small retailers in Kanyakumari district: an extended UTAUT study
Summary
Typical length: 150–250 words
Four sentences in this order: the problem, what is not yet known, what you will do and how, and why the answer matters. Write it last.
Background and problem statement
Typical length: 1 page
Describe the situation with a verifiable source for every figure you quote (for example NPCI’s published UPI statistics). Then state the problem in one sentence that a committee member could repeat back to you.
What earlier research shows
Typical length: 1–2 pages
A short, themed review that builds to the gap. A proposal is not the place for the full review; show that you know the main studies and where they stop.
Aim, objectives and research questions
Typical length: half a page
One aim, three or four objectives, one question per objective. Each objective should start with a verb you can test: identify, examine, compare, estimate.
Methodology
Typical length: 1–2 pages
Design, population, sample size with its justification, sampling technique, instrument and its source, pilot test, analysis for each objective, and ethics. A small table mapping each objective to its data and analysis helps a committee see the plan at a glance.
	Objective
	Data
	Analysis

	1. Factors influencing intention
	Survey, UTAUT scales
	CFA, SEM

	2. Moderating role of trust
	Survey, trust scale
	Moderation (interaction term)

	3. Use across retail categories
	Survey, self-reported use
	ANOVA or Kruskal–Wallis


Feasibility and timeline
Typical length: half a page
Show that you can reach the sample, that the instrument exists or can be adapted, and that the timeline fits your university’s minimum and maximum duration.
Expected contribution and limitations
Typical length: half a page
Say what the study could add and what it cannot claim (for example, a cross-sectional survey cannot show cause and effect).
References
Typical length: as needed
One style, consistently applied.




